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LOCATION OF TUBERCULOSIS HOSPITAL. 

COUBT REFUSES TO ISSUE INJUNCTION PROHIBITING THE ERECTION OF A HOSPITAL 

ON A PROPOSED SITE. 

The city of Northfield, N. J., brought suit against Atlantic County 
to prevent the county from erecting a tuberculosis hospital within 
the city. The State board of health had approved the site, but the 
city alleged that it would be a menace to health and that it would 
depreciate the value of property in the vicinity of the hospital. 

The New Jersey Chancery Court decided that "the evidence sub- 
mitted does not justify a conclusion that any danger to health 
exists or can be reasonably apprehended from the operation of this 
institution, provided ii, is properly operated. In this view the only 
possible ground for relief is the claim that the establishment of 
the hospital is operative to materially reduce the market value of 
the adjacent real estate. That claim, standing alone, can not justify 
the relief here sought. " 

The opinion is published in* this issue of the Public Health Re- 
ports, page 791. 



ASSIGNMENT OF OFFICERS TO FRUIT PORTS, 1916. 

In accordance with the custom which has been practiced for a 
number of years, representatives of the United States Public Health 
Service have been detailed to the following Mexican ports for duty 
during the period between April 1 and November 1, 1916: 

Frontera — Acting Asst. Surg. G. McG. Stewart. 

Tampico — Acting Asst. Surg. O. J. Mayer. 

Progreso — Acting Asst. Surg. H. E. Gimler. 

Tuxpam — Acting Asst. Surg. L. M. Taylor. 

Vera Cruz — Acting Asst. Surg. L. B. Cooke. 

The duties of these officers will consist in signing bills of health in 

conjunction with the American consul, and the carrying out of the 

requirements imposed by the United States on shipping from foreign 

ports, especially as they relate to preventive measures against the 
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introduction of yellow fever and typhus fever into the United States. 
Masters of vessels trading between Mexican ports and southern ports 
in the United States should, upon arrival at any of the above-men- 
tioned ports in Mexico, call at the American consulate in order that 
they may learn from the representative of the Public Health Service, 
stationed in the consul's office, the quarantine measures which, if 
carried out in the foreign port of departure, will facilitate the passage 
of the vessel through quarantine at the United States port of arrival. 



COMPETENT HEALTH OFFICERS. 

A COOPERATIVE PLAN FOB OBTAINING OFFICEBS HAVING A GIVEN STANDARD OF 

TRAINING. 

By W. C. Ef ckeb, Assistant Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service. 

It has become increasingly apparent that if there is to be uni- 
formity in the efficiency with which the public health functions of 
the State, city, county, and district are to be administered, there 
must be some standard for the selection of the administrative officers 
thereof. While many of the large colleges are offering courses 
leading to the degree of Doctor of Public Health, the need of whole- 
time health officers is so great that tho number of Ahose who pos- 
sess this degree is insufficient to fill all of the vacant positions. It 
would seem therefore that some test of the general fitness of the 
physicians engaging in this comparatively new field of activity, many 
of whom are untrained in public-health work and somewhat unfa- 
miliar with the requirements of the "position of health officer, were 
necessary. 

The United States Public Health Service has recently been acting 
in cooperation with the civil-service commissions of certain States 
and cities, and has evolved a plan which seems to be destined to aid 
materially in solving the problem. Upon the application of a civil- 
service commission, or other body delegated to make the selection of 
health officer, the questions for the examination are prepared in the 
Bureau of the United States Public Health Service, and forwarded 
to the proper authority. The examination is given and the papers, 
which are submitted by number only, are returned to the board at 
Washington. The papers are then graded and delivered to the 
person making the request for the examination, or, more usually, to a 
civil-service commission. The commission then totals the grades as 
they are recorded and determines how many have passed the written 
examination. An oral examination is also given, whenever practi- 
cable, by an officer of the Public Health Service to ascertain the 
experience and general fitness of the applicant. As a rule, this por- 
tion of the examination counts 25 per cent of the total. As soon as 



